INTRODUCTION

The Northern Bonneville Shoreline Trail (NBST) Master Plan (Master Plan) document is designed to
provide afoundation for foothill communitiesin Box Elder and Cache Counties to use in moving forward
to planning and developing a northern extension of the Wasatch Front’s most popular public recreation
amenity. TheMaster Plan presentsaviable srategy for creating nine contiguous segmentsof the Bonneville
Shordine Trall (BST), that together will:

< more than double the length of the BST as origindly envisioned,
< alow for more eguestrian use than the origina or “southern” portion of the BST,

< mest the values of the BST interms of public land access preservation and delineate devel oped
community boundaries below the foothills dong mogt of its length.

The Master Plan has benefitted from extensve contributions by area trail users, trail builders, public
officids, resource organizations, and interested residents. Asthisparticipation shiftsfromthe Master Plan
to the segment planning leve in the coming years, rapid implementation of the BST on the ground is a
reasonable expectation. More than adequate interest, expertise, and opportunity existsfor thisimpressive
community amenity thet will benefit resdents and vistors for many generations to come.

Spedificaly, to be an efective resource for communities and residents, this Master Plan must meset the
following objectives, as adopted by the Bear River Association of Governments (BRAG):

1 Demondrate the viability of an extensve multi-use valey-foothill interface trail,

2. Describe practicd dternatives, planning issues, and implementation opportunities for discrete
segments of thetrall,

3. Produce compelling documentation for fund raising from public and private sources,
4, Mobilize community support for trail implementation.
Adopting this Master Plan indicates that BRAG believes that Objective's 1-3 have been met. While

preliminary indications are encouraging, the next severa yearswill show whether if community interest has
been sustained and mobilization of support envisoned in Objective 4 has indeed been adequate.
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Goals for the Northern Bonneville Shoreline Trail (NBST)

It isrecommended that communitiesinterested in developing NBST segments adopt the Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) proposed by the BST Coalitionand thenactively participateinthe BST Caodition.
The BST Cadition, a cooperative group of representatives of dl communities hogting a ssgment of the
BST, has set guidance for the BST and offers expertise and problem solving support to participating
communities. Adherenceto the guidancein thisMOU has helped participating communities create Utah' s
most important and well known shared recreationfadlity. Thefollowing criterig, laid out inthe MOU, have
been accepted by over 98 percent of Box Elder and Cache County residentsthat participated inthe Master
Plan development process.

1.

Thetrail will be built on or near the foothill bench generaly considered to bethe eastern shordine
of ancient Lake Bonneville,

The purpose of the trall isto provide aplace wherewakers, runners, cyclists, and equestrians can
experience thar recreationa pursuits a a distance from automobiles that is both safe and
aestheticdly plessng.

Thetrall will provide access to public lands and the resources associated with those lands.

The trail will be for nonmotorized use only. Walkers, runners, cross-country skiers, bicyclists,
snowshoers, and horseback riders are identified as potentid users, athough al segments may not
be appropriate for dl of these uses.

Thetrall will be separate from the developed urbanarea, but trailheadswill provide accessthat is
convenient for resdents of urbanized aress.

The tral should be designed to provide access and rapid deployment of fire fighting and other
emergency resources to the urban/foothills interface, where feasible.

Thetrail will contributeto the preservationof aesthetic, wildlife, historic, and educationa vaues of
the area.

Interpreting these BST-wide criteria, it isrecommended that the following god statements be adopted by
BRAG and used to guide the individua segment planning and implementation efforts of communities and
the two counties covered under this Master Plan.

1.

2.

3.

Develop asafe and enjoyable trail that accommodates multiple nonmotorized trail users.
Provide public access to the foothills and mountains.

Link existing and proposed trails to create a regiona honmotorized trail system in northern Utah.
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4, Provide environmentd education opportunity focusing on foothill ecology and ancient Lake
Bonneville geology.

5. Involve residentsin trail planning, congtruction, and maintenance.

6. Link the northern segment to the BST aong the Wasatch Mountains in Weber County.
7. Connect with loca and regiond recreationd facilities.

8. Develop afirebreak to help protect resdentia and mountain areas from wildfire.

0. Provide unprecedented opportunities for horseback riding in foothill aress.

Process

The Master Plan process was conducted during the period of September 2001 and February 2002, and
is recommended for immediate adoption by BRAG to guide NBST planning and congtruction efforts
beginningin Spring 2002. 1t is recommended that aformal evauation of Trail development progress and
gatus report be conducted infdl 2007 by anouts de contractor withannua monitoring and review activities
conducted by BRAG staff.

How to Use This Master Plan

“Implementation of this trail system and associated amenities lies solely in the hands of the dtizens and
elected officids...”

This document is intended for use by the cities and counties of Box Elder and Cache County as they
undertakethar own effortsat trail development. We expect that the document will be useful to public and
private users towards that end. This document is packed with resources that should be used by local
governments and grass roots citizen committees to direct their effortsin a cost effective and coordinated
manner.

The document is made up of four chapters: (1) Infrastructure, Anaysis, and Inventory, (2) Northern
Bonneville Shordline Trail Anadysis by segment, (3) Trail Design Standards and Costs, and (4)
Implementation Tools

Thefour chaptersare followed by appendices that include mapsand detail ed resourcesused in developing
the Master Plan and intended for usein loca projects.

I mplementation of this trail system and associated amenities lies solely in the hands of the dtizens and
elected officids of each city or county who has jurisdiction over agiventral segment. Some communities
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have progressed beyond certain aspects of this document while others will be greetly aided in ther efforts
through the use of the Master Plan. Each community can judge for itsdf how to best use the dements of
this document and at what pace in whichto do s0. At the very least this master plan can be used as a
coordinating guideto catalyze future trail development and improvement. Each community and the region
as awhole should monitor the status of the NBST annudly and make a public report of ongoing progress.

This project can, if properly implemented, become one of the gresat |egacieswe canleave to thisregionand

itsinhabitants. If an unobstructed trail system is completed it would betruly unique and valuable asset to
al the people of northen Utah.
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